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CHAPTER 344
VEHICLES — FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
SUBCHAPTERI 344.26 Revocatiorto continue until judgment pa@hd proof of financial respen
GENERAL PROVISIONS sibility given.

344.01 Words and phrases defined. 344.27 Instalment payment of judgments; revocation upon default.
344.02 Hearing on revocation or impoundment. 344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future required.
344.03 Judicial review 344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsibility
344.04 Powerof court to stay revocation of registration or impoundment 0844.31 Certification of insurance as proof.

vehicles. 344.32 Certification furnished by nonresidents as proof.
344.05 Courtsto report nonpayment of certain judgments. 344.33 “Motor vehicle liability policy” defined.
344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other process. 344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certified policy
344.08 Revocation for failure to report accident. 344.35 This chapter not to ct other policies.
344.09 Reinstatement of revoked operating privilege and registration. 344.36 Bond as proof.

SUBCHAPTER I 344.37 Money or securities as proof.
SECURITY FOR RST ACCIDENTS 344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for others.

344.12 Applicability of provisions relating to deposit of security for past-acci344.39 Substitution of proof.

dents. 344.40 Revocation for failure to maintain proof; other proof may be required.
344.13 Secretaryto determine amount of security requifetfowing accidentand 344.41 Duration of proof; when proof may be canceled or returned.

to give notice thereof. ) o ) SUBCHAPTER IV
344.14 Rt;\é%(;z.a\tlorfor failure to deposit security; impoundment of vehicle; excep344 o s rrer'?i’;‘ﬁﬂf;;%ﬁg:g;gg%ﬁ OplzgiAEZ;%n o suspension
344.15 Requirementss to policy or bond. ’ u Ice Ji lon u v ! u 1on.
34416 Requirements as to self-insurers. gjﬁ.ig "Eransger of \?ehn:le ownership to defeat purpose of chapter
344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of security : Orged proot.
344.18 Duration of revocation for failure to deposit security SUBCHAPTER V
344.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle; disposition. FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND HUMAN SERICES
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed drivers, unregistered motor VEHICLES

vehiclesand accidents in other states. 344.51 Financial responsibility for domestic rented or leased vehicles.
344.20 Custody disposition and return of secutity 344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented vehicles.
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. 344.55 Insurance for human service vehicles.
344.22 Short title. 344.57 Definitions applicable to s844.57to 344.579

SUBCHAPTER I
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FUTURE
344.24  Applicability of sections relatingp proof of financial responsibility for the 344.576 Damage waivers.
future. 344.577 Advertisement or representation.
344.25 Revocationof license and registration for nonpayment of judgment344.578 Credit card for deposit or damages.
exceptions. 344.579 Violations.

344.572 Applicability to rental agreements.
344.574 Limited liability for damage.

SUBCHAPTERI pushedor towed and, in case there is no person actually doing the
driving, the person who is doing the pushing or towing.
(d) “Proof of financial responsibility” or “proof of financial
responsibilityfor the future” means proof of ability to respond in
i damagedor liability on account of accidents occurrisgbse
344.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and quenttgo the ellectivtgdate of such proof, arising out of tt?gmainte
phrasesdefined in ss340.01and343.01are used in the sameanceor use of a motor vehicle in the amount of $25,000 because
sensein this chapter unless a fiifent definition is specifically ¢ bodily injury to or death of one person in any one accident and,
provided. ) subjectto such limit for one person, in the amount of $50,000
(2) In this chapter the following words and phrases have thecausef bodily injury to or death of 2 or more persons in any
designatedneanings: oneaccident and in the amount of $10,000 because of injury to or
(a) “Judgment” means a judgment for damages rendered bglestructionof property of others in any one accident.
courtof competent jurisdiction of any stateof the United States () “Registration” means, in the case of a person whose vehicle
upona cause of action arising out of the ownership, maintenanseegistered under cB841, the registration so issued; in the case
or use of any motor vehicle, including damages for care and f§ra person whose vehicle is not so registered, it means the privi
lossof services because of bodily injury to or death ofgengon |egeto register a vehicle iisconsin and the reciprocal privilege
anddamages because of injury to or destructibproperty and granteda nonresident to operate iridtbnsin a vehicle not regis
the consequent loss of use thereof, which judgment has becag@din Wisconsin.
final by expiration without appeal dhe time within which an “State” means any state, territory or possession of the

appealmight have been taken or by finafiahation on appeal. ypjteq States, the District of Columbia, or any province of the
Judgment“also includes a judgment rendered by a court of corg

petentjurisdiction upon a cause of action on an agreement ofOminion of Canada.
settlementfor damages of the type specified in this paragraph (9) “Vehicle” means everglevice in, upon or by which any

- " i : : &ersonor property is or make transported or drawn upon a high
whlcEJudgment has become final within the meaning of thls-par%ay exceppt F\)/eh)i/cles useg exclusFi)ver upon statiorr)]ary mi?s
grapn. y

; N . tracks.
~ (b) "Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle and also yisiory: 1971 ¢. 2771973 c. 991977 ¢. 2931981 c. 2841985 a. 187Sup. Ct.
includes trailers and semitrailers designed for use with suabider,146 W (2d) xiii (1988).

vehicles,except that “motor vehicle” does not include farm-rac
tors, well drillers, road machinery or snowmobiles. 344.02 Hearing on revocation or impoundment.

(c) “Operator” means a person who is in actuaanstructive (1) Wheneverthe department under344.13givesnotice of the
physicalcontrol of amotor vehicle. It includes a person who haamountof security required to be deposited and that an afder
parkeda motor vehicle. It includes the driver of a vehicle beingevocationor impoundment wilbe made if such security is not

GENERAL PROVISIONS
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depositedijt shall aford the person so notified an opportunity fotary shall await the final determination of the court. The secretary
a hearing on the proposed action, if written request for a hearstgallbe given notice of the hearing. Upon a showlirag it would
is received bythe department prior to the date specified in thesultin unduehardship upon the petitioner to have any such reg
notice, orprior to the postponed fettive date of revocation if istrationrevoked or the vehicle impounded, the court shall issue
postponemerias been granted undeB44.14 (1) Upon receipt anorder restraining the secretary from revoking régistration
of timely request for hearinghe department shall fix the time andor impounding the vehicle.
placeof the hearing and give notice thereof to such perseady  (3) This section does not authorize a court to stay revocation
ularmail. The scope of the hearing is limited to the matter set foBhan operatds license.
in s.344.14 (2) (k)and to whether or not the person is the ownerHistory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731981 ¢. 3631991 a. 269
of the motor vehicle to be impoundefiny person who fails with
out reasonable cause appear at the time and place specified i944.05 Courts to report nonpayment of certain judg -
the notice shalll forfeit the right to a hearing. ments. (1) If ajudgment in excess of $506r damages arising

(2) No law enforcement éiter or other witness called ltlte  out of a motor vehicle accident is not satisfied within 30 days after
person who has requested a hearing to testify on his or her beitgliaving become final by expiration without appeal of the time
may bepaid a witness fee by the department. No law enforcemevithin which an appeal might have been taken or by firfiaivad-
officer called as a witness for tdepartmeninay be paid any wit tion on appeal, the clerk of the court in which the judgment was
nessfee. renderedpr the judge if theourt has no clerk, shall forthwith for

(3) Upon completion of the hearing, the department shaWardto the secretary eertified copy of the judgment upon request
makefindings of fact, conclusions of laand a decision, and shallof the judgment creditor or the attorney of record forjudgment
eitherproceed to order revocation of the persaperatingrivi- ~ creditor.
lege, or registrations, or both, and may also orderitiqgound (2) If the defendant named anycertified copy of a judgment
mentof the persors motor vehicle, in accordance wittB44.14  reported to the secretary is a nonresident, the secretary shall trans
or upon good cause appearitigerefor shall terminate the pro mit a certified copy of the judgment to thdiciil in chage of the
ceedings. issuanceof licenses and registration certificatestiog¢ state of

(4) Thetime during which enforcement of an order of revocawhich the defendant is a resident.
tlon or |mpoundment |S Stayed pendlng Complenoncoﬁrt Higtory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (C) 1981 c. 2OSUp Ct. Orderl46 W (Zd) xiii
reviewthereof shall not biacluded as part of the one-year perio )
fixed by 5.344.18 (1) (d¥or revocation or the period fixed under,

s.344.185 (2) (apr (b) for impoundment. 344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other pro -
History: 1971 ¢.253 1977 c. 2%55.1462 1654 (7) (a) (c); 1977 c. 4181979 c.  ¢€SS. ~Nothing in this chapter shdie construed as preventing the
258 1981 c. 34%.80 (2) 1981 c. 363391; 1991 a. 2691993 a. 16 plaintiff in any action at law from relying for relief upon the other

Hearingprocedures satisfy due process; pessarihimal property interest is bal g)rocessegrovided by law
ancedby states interest in procedures, which carry little risk of erroneous depriv:
tion. Kopf v State, 158 W (2d) 208, 461 NW (2d) 813 (Ct. App. 1990).

344.08 Revocation for failure to report accident.

344.03 Judicial review. (1) Any person aggrieved by a final (1) Thesecretary may revoke the operafiigilege or registra
decisionof the department under this chapter fratyany time tion of any personwho fails to report an accident as required by

prior to 30 days after the entry of an order of suspension, revoga>46-700r to give correctly the information requested by the sec
tion or impoundment, seek judicial review under 287, retaryin connection with such report unless, in the judgment of the

(2) If any person aggrieved by a decision of the departm(_,;.ri[cretarythere was excusable cause for such failure or utiless

underthis chapter failgo seek judicial review under cB27 cidentdid not result in injury or damage to the person or prop
within the timegllowed in sulgl), Jthe circuit court mayuponthe erty of anyone othgr thar_1 _the person so required t_o repo_rt.
persons petition and notice to the department, and upon the termg2) Any operating privilege revoked under this section, or
andwithin a time as the court deems reasonable, but not later tf@¥,ckedunder any other section for failure to reportasident,
one year after the act complained ofiotthe case of aimpound S all be reinstated in accordance witB44.09at the end of one
ment, after the vehicle has been ordered sold un8érsi85 (2) yearfollowing the efective date of the revocation order if, during
allow a review with the samefet as though done within the timeSuchone-year period, no notia# action has been filed with the
prescribedn sub(1). This subsection does raathorize the court departmentn the manner specified in344.18 (1) (d)

to stay suspension or revocation of an operatirense. (3) The provisions of this chapter requiring revocation for
History: 1977 c. 2%s.1463 1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 187418 1981c. 347s.80 (2)  failure to report an accident apply to apgerating privilege sus
1981c. 363 391; 1993 a. 16 pendedpursuant to s344.08 1989 stats., for failure to report an
accident.
344.04 Power of court to stay revocation of registra - History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1979 c. 2581991 a. 269

tion or impoundment of vehicles. (1) Notwithstandingany
otherprovisionof this chapterthe secretary shall not revoke the844.09 Reinstatement of revoked operating privilege
registrationof a vehicle when ordered not do so by the court and registration. (1) Whenever the secretary is satisftbdt
wherein the judgment for damagesgas had qrin a case not the reason for revocation of an operating privilege under this
involving a judgment, when ordered not to do so by a court puthapterhas been removed, including satisfaction of anyhef
suant to petition of the registrant in accordance with @)b. requirement®f s.344.18 the secretary shall order reinstatement
(2) Uponreceiving information, other than of a judgment foPf the operating privilege. The department shall give notice of the
damagesn a court of this state, that would be cause for revocatiéginstatemento the person whose operating privilege has been
of registration or impoundment of the vehicle, the secretary sh&vokedin the manner it deems appropriate.
notify theregistrant of the intention to revoke such registration or (2) Wheneveran operating privilege revoked pursuant to this
impoundthe vehicle. The registrant may thereupon petition amapteris reinstated, any registration whiefas revoked along
courtof record in the registrastcounty for an order enjoinirige  with the operating privilege is reinstated and the department shall
secretary’scontemplated action, whereupon the judge of suchturn any surrendered and unexpired registration plateposts
court shallgrant an order restraining the secretary in the mattsssion.
until the petition is finally determined by the court. If such petition (3) Nothingin thissection exempts a person from the applica
andorder are served upon the secretaitpin 10 days after the ple reinstatement fees undei34.1.360r 343.210r from comply
dateof the secretarg notice or in any event before the secretalyig with applicable provisions of 843.38
hasrevoked the registration or impounded the vehicle, the-secredistory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 2731985 a. 291991 a. 269
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SUBCHAPTER Il oneof the exceptions set forth in syB). If the owner andpera
tor are separate persons, only one of them need deposit security
SECURITY FOR RST ACCIDENTS or the 2 persons may cooperate in depositiegurity Upon

requestof the owner or operator in question, the secretary may
344.12 Applicability of provisions relating to  deposit postponethe efective date of a revocation undérs section not

of security for past accidents.  Subject to the exceptions eon to exceed 20 days. . . )
tained in s344.14 the provisions of this chapter requiring deposit (19) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
of security and requiring revocation for failure to deposit securigyvnedby a person whose registration has been revoked under
applyto the operator and owner efery motor vehicle which is Sub.(1).

in any manner involved in an accident in this state which has(1m) In addition to the revocations under s(, the secre
resultedin bodily injury to or death of any person or damage t@ary may order the impoundment of any motor vehicle which is:

propertyof any other person in excess of $1,000. (a) Registered itthe name of the owner of the motor vehicle
History: 1981 c. 201991 a. 2691995 a. 13. involved in the accident.

Wisconsins safety responsibility lawFitzGerald. WBB Feb. 1984. i K .
(b) Registered in the name of tbperator of the motor vehicle

344.13 Secretary to determine amount of security ~involvedin the accident.

required following accident and to give notice thereof. (2) Subsectiongl) and(1m)do not apply:

(1) The secretary after receipt af report of an accident of the (a) To the owner of a motor vehicle involved in an accident if
type specified in s344.12shall determine, with respect to suchhe owner had irefiect at the time of the accident a policy or bond
accidentthe amount of security which is §iafent in the secre with respect to such motor vehickehich policy or bond complies
tary’s judgment to satisfy any judgment for damages resultingth the requirements of 844.15

from such accident which may be recoveagginst either opera () o the operator who is not the owner of the vehicle involved
tor or owner of the vehicles involved in such accident. Such-detg iha accident if either the owner hadeifect a policy or bond
minationshall be based upon the total property damagdersdf . ving o the operatos operation of the motor vehicle at the
by other persons whose property was involved in the accident, ﬁfe of the accident or there was iffieet atthe time of the accident
including the vehicle a person was operating when such operal Oﬁblicy or bond with respect to the operataperation of motor

waswith the owne's permission, and on the extent of personghiciesnot owned by the operatawhich policy or bond meets
injuries, including deaths, involving other parties to the acuder}he requirements of ®44.15

Thedetermination as to the amount of security required sball I
be made with respect to operatorsowners who are exempt from_ (€) T0 the operator or owner whose liabilfy damages restlt
the requirements of security and revocation undérd.14 (2) ing from the accident is, in the judgmenttbé secretarycovered

(2) The secretary shall determine the amountseturity by any other form of liability insurance policy or bond meeting the

requiredto be deposited by each persortioa basis of the acci reduirementsfs.344.15 _

dentreports or other information submitted. In addition to the (d) To any person qualifying as a self-insurer und&¢d.16
accidentreports required by lawhe secretary may request frorrPr to any person operating a vehicle for such self-insurer

any of the persons, including passengers and pedestrians(e) To the operator or owner of a vehicle involved in an-acci
involvedin such accident such further information, sworn stateent wherein no injury was caused to the person of anyone other
mentsor other evidence relating to property damage, persomiaansuch operator or owner amherein damage to property of
injury or death in motor vehicle accidents as deemed necessargripone person other than such operator or owner did not exceed
aid in determining the amount bedeposited as security under s$1,000.

344.14 Failure of a person to comply with such request is grounds ) 1o the operator or owner of a vehicle legally parked at the

for revoking such persasoperatingrivilege but no revocation ime of the accident, provided that the operators of the other
shall be made on such grounds until one follow-up request F@g,t
8th

. o iclesinvolved admit that suchehicle was legally parked or
beenmade and at least 20 days have elapsed since the mailingipf nroof establishing such fact to the secretasgtisfaction is
thefirst request. fil

ed
(3) Thesecretary within 90 days after receipt of a report of an

accidenof the ype specied i §44 12and upon determining Yﬁrg?c)leTc\)Nrse e e withaut tha oxmonarmago e
the amount o SeCUrlty to be reqUWed Ol any person Invo ved presmrimplied, or was parked by a person who had been oper

such accident or to be required of the owner of any vehiclg. h vehicle without such L

involved in such accident, shall give at least 10 days’ writtefi1'd SUCh venicie without such permission. .

noticeto every such person of the amount of security required to () To any persomvho would otherwise have to deposit secu

be deposited by the person. The notice also shall state that an diéif, prior to the date the secretary would otherwise revoke the

of revocation will be made as provided ir844.14 unless within Person’soperating privilege and registrations under gab.or

suchtime security is deposited as requitey the notice. The order the impoundment of the motor vehicle under sim),

orderof revocation may be made a part of the notidty a provi  thereis filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to the secre

sionthat it will take efect on the date specified in this subsectiotary that the person has been released from liability or has been

unlesssecurity is deposited prior to that date. finally adjudicated not to be liable or has execatedly acknowl
History: 1971 c. 2531977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731991 a. 269 edgedwritten agreement providing fone payment of an agreed

Requirementsinder (3) thasecretary give notice within 90 days is directoigt  amountin instalments with respect to all claims for injuris
mandatory.Warner v Department of flansp. 102 W (2d) 232, 306 NW (2d) 266 (Ct.

App. 1981). damageresulting from the accident. The secretary may aaept
releasefrom liability executed by a parent matural guardian on
344.14 Revocation for failure to deposit security; behalfof a minor child with respect to property damage or per

impoundment of vehicle; exceptions. (1) If a person who sonallinjurie.s sustained by the .minanovided that the total dam
wasgiven notice pursuant to344.13 (3)ails to deposisecurity agesijncluding the cost of medical care,'do not exceed $5,000 and
in the amount and by the time specified in the notice, the secretidt: in case of personal injurthe doctois certificate of injury
shallforthwith revoke the persambperating privilege if the per filed with the department certifies that the minor received ne per
sonwas theoperator of a motor vehicle involved in the acciderffanentnjury.

andall the persors registrations if the person was thener of a (i) To the owner of a vehicle insured as required 1y2$.53
motor vehicle involved in the accident unless the pefaanishes 194.410r 194.420r to the operator of suafehicle if operating
proof satisfactory to the secretary that fierson comes within with the ownets permission at the time of the accident.
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(i) To the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident if at thiion was in efect and applied to both the owrserd operator with
time of the accident such vehicle was owned by or leased to teepectto the accident unledbe insurer notifies the secretary
United States, this state or any county or municipality of this statgherwisewithin 30 days from the mailing to thesurer of that
or to the operator ofuch vehicle if operating such vehicle withportion of the report or other notice pertaining to the automobile
permission. liability policy or bond. Upon receipt of notice from the insurer

(k) To the operator or the owner of a vehicle involved in dhatan automobile liability policy or bond was irfet as to the
accident when it appears to tsatisfaction of the secretary thatowneronly, theoperator only or was not infe€t as to either of
theredoes not exist a reasonable possibility pfdgment in the them, the secretary shall within the remainder of &te-day
amountclaimed or ina lesser amount being rendered against supRriodspecified in s344.13 (3)require the owner or operator or
operatoras a result of the accident. both,whichever is applicable, to deposit security pursuatitiso

(4) (a) Before the impoundment of a motor vehicle ursids. chapter. As respects permission to operate the vehiclenthaer

(1m), the department shall conduct a reasonable search for T correct the report or other notice only if it files with the secre

ownerof the motor vehicle and any holder of a security intere (Elry_wi_thin (tjhg 3(%—day period jspe(;]ifiedhin this subsdegtion E” af h
mortgageor other interest and notify the person so identifietief d2Vvitsigned by the owner stating that the operator did not have the
action. owner’spermission to operate the vehicle. Where the insurer

(b) Any person notifiecinder par(a) before the vehicle is failure to notify the secretary within 30 dag6a correction in that

. ; T ortion of the report or other notice pertainitggan automobile
impoundedshall be given not less than 10 days to furnishi-sufDop. ; ; g :
cientproof to the secretary that one of the exceptions in(&ib. liability policy or bond is caused by fraud, the insurer shall notify

the secretary of the correction within 30 days of the time the fraud

applies. e

History: 1971 c. 781971 c. 164.83 1971 c. 2531975 c. 55199, 207 1977 > dlscovergd. L )
c.29s.1654 (7) (8)(c); 1977 c. 2731981 c. 20363 1983 a. 2171989 a. 1051991 (5) Nothingin this chapter shall be construed to impose any
a.269 316 1995 a. 13, obligationnot otherwise assumed by the insurer in its automobile

liability policy or bond except that if no correction is made in the
344.15 Requirements as to policy or bond. (1) No reportor other notice within 30 days after it is mailed to the
policy or bond is d&ctive under s344.14unless issued bgn insurer,the insurerexcept in case of fraud, whenever such fraud
insurerauthorized to do an automobile liability or surety businessay occuyis estopped from using as a defense to its liability the
in this state, except ggovided in sub(2), or unless the policy or insured’sfailure to givepermission to the operator or a violation
bondis subject, if the accident has resulted in bodily injory of the purposes of use specified in the automobile liability policy
death,to a limit, exclusive of interest and costs, of not less thambond or the use of the vehicle beyond agreed geographieal
$25,000because of bodilinjury to or death of one person in anyits.
one accident and, subject to that limit for one person, to a limit oflistory: 1975 c. 551977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 60293 418, 1979 c. 102
notless than $5O’000 becau.se of bOdil)_/ injury '[Q or death of 2]8?1;.528?:301"?2;6; nzgt bar an insurer from denying coverage bexfarsexclusion
morepersons in any one accident and, if the accident has resultgebiiow employes even though the form SR-21 was not corrected. Holmgren v
in injury to or destruction of propertjo a limit of not less than Strebig,54 W (2d) 590, 196 NW (2d) 655.
$10,000because of injuryo or destruction of property of others Thirty-daynotice requirement in (4) and (5) is mandatddybstantial compliance
in any one accident. \évgzsmappllcable. Midwest Mut. Ins. Co. Micolazzi, 138 W (2d) 192, 405 NW (2d)

(Ct. App. 1987).

(2) A policy or bond with respect to a vehicle which was not Wheninsured is also the operat¢#) and (5) do not operate to estop insurer from
registeredn this state or was registered elsewhere at theafmegg'f'g%;;ve{g‘ég?o“" defense. NelsonZeimetz, 150 W (2d) 785, 442 NW (2d) 530
the effective date of t_he policy or bond or thwst recent re_newal Coverageof automobile liability insurance is notandatory in Wsconsin and a
thereofmay be dective under s344.14even though not issued liability policy issued in Oregon with limits of $10,000 per person is not in conflict
by an insurer authorized to do an automobile liability or surefjth this statute. Schanche Estate of Alvarez, 368 F Supp. 543.
businessin this state ifthe following conditions are complied
with: 344.16 Requirements as to self-insurers. (1) Any per

(a) The policy or bond either meets the liability limits specifie§onin whose name more than 25 moteticles are registered
in sub.(1) or meets the liability limits of the equivalent law of thenay qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self-
statein which issuedand such limits are, in the judgment of thénsurancessued by the secretary as provided in 2.
secretaryadequate to covemy damage or injury involved in the  (2) Thesecretary maypon the application of such a person,
accidentin question. issuea certificate of self-insurance when satisfied that such per

(b) The insurer which issued the policy or bond executesS@nis possessed and will continue to be possessed of ability to pay
powerof attorney authorizing the secretary to accept service onit§gmentsobtained against such person.
behalfof notice or process in any actiapon the policy or bond  (3) Upon not lesshan5 days’ notice and a hearing pursuant
arisingout of the accident. to such notice, the secretary may upon reasonable grounds cancel

(3) Whereservice of process is made on the secretary undegertificate of self-insurance. Failure to pay any judgméthin
apower of attorney filed in accordance with s{®), thesecretary 30 days after such judgment has become final constitutes a-eason
shall forthwith mail by registered mail a copy of the procesgbleground for cancellation of a certificate of self-insurance.
papersto the insurer at the address giarthe filed power of ‘Il—'irgset%rrili:nslu%g (r:ﬁgtfr‘ii'?iﬁv(;)a(cg1ri71i(r:éri7ez?1ts of s. 632.32 are inapplicable
attomey- In all Qases of such service, there Sha!l_be SezveCgeIf—insuredantitles under s. 344.1%. Claqssified Insurancé (Buﬁget Rent—KECar
authenticatedopies for the secretary and such additional numhee. 186 W (2d) 476, 521 NW (2d) 478 (Ct. App. 1994).
of authenticated copies as there are defendansersed in the
action. One of the secretag/topies shalbe retained for the sec 344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of secu-
retary’srecord of service and tiuther copy shall be returned withrity, (1) The security required under344.14shall be in such
propercertificate of service attached for filing in court as proof Gbrm and in such amount as teecretarymay require but in no
service of the copies by having mailed them by registered maikigsein excess of the limits specified irdei4.15 (1)with reference
the defendants named therein. The service fee shall be $4 for gaghe acceptable limits of a policy bond. The person depositing
defendanso served. securityshall specify in writing the person persons on whose

(4) After receipt of the report of an accident of the type spediehalfthe deposit is made and, at any time whileh deposit is
fied in s.344.12 the secretary may forward to the insuramed in the custody of theecretarythe person depositing it man
therein,that portion of theeport or other notice which pertains towriting, amend the specification of the persons on whose behalf
anautomobile liability policy or bond. Treecretary shall assumethe deposit is made to include an additional person or persons,
thatan automobile liability policy or bond as described in this sesubjectto the limitation that a single deposit of security shall be
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applicableonly on behalf opersons required to furnish securitymentsof sub.(3m) are satisfied, and shall forthwith revoke the
because of the same accident. operatingprivilege of the defaulting person, which revocation

(2) Thesecretary may redutke amount of security orderedshallremain in efect until the fee required in 343.21 (1) (j)has
in any case if, in the secretasyjudgment, from evidence sub beenpaid, the applicable provisions of33.38have beeom
mitted, the amount ordered is excessive or has become excesBHRd With and one of the following requirements has been met:
by filed release on part dfie liability or by adjudication reducing (a) Such person deposits the security required un@disl4
the extent of the liability In case the security originally ordered (b) One year has elapsed since thecti’e date of the revoea
hadbeen deposited at the time the reduced amount is orderediitheorder and, during such period, no notice has been filed with
excesover the reduced amount shall be returned to the deposiit# secretary by any claimant that an actizels commenced by
or the personal representatiferthwith, notwithstanding s. a party ininterest. The notice required by this paragraph shall
344.20 comply with sub.(1) (d).

21';'?%’42igzgzc'lé?%f%é“l%t;ﬁt'ao)’(dc‘;"’fg);\’c(_zf%25%_” 776 (1975)975 c. (3m) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date that a
requirementunder sub(3) (a) or (b) has been met, the person

. ) . ) whoseregistration was suspended or revoked under (8)lmr
344.18 Duration of revocation for failure to  deposit  \yhoseoperating privilege or registration was suspended under s.
security. (1) Any registration revoked as provided irBd4.14 344 18(3), 1989 stats., shall file with the department proof of
shallremain revoked and shall no¢ renewed or reinstated Unt”financial responsibility in the amount, form and manﬂpecified
the fee required under 841.36(1m) has been paid, one of thejn this chapter The person shall maintain the proof of financial
requirementsinder pars(a) to (d) has been met and the requireresponsibility at all times for 3 years followinginstatemenor
mentsof sub(1m) are satisfied. Any operating privilege revoked renewalof the registration while the registration of arshicle
asprovided in s344.14shall remain revoked and shall not beywnedby theperson is in déct ot for suspension of operating
renewedor reinstated until the fee requiradder s343.21 (1) () privilege, for 3 years following reinstatement or renewal of the
hasbeen paid, the applicable provisions 0843.38have been |icensewhile the license is in fct.

compliedwith andone of the following requirements has been () This subsectioapplies as a condition precedent to renewal

met: ) o ) ) or reinstatement of an operating privilege or registration sus
(@) The person whose operating privilege or registration wpendedunder s344.18 (3) 1989 stats.
revokeddeposits the security required undeB44.14 (3r) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle

(b) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to th&nedby a person whose registration has been revoked under
secretarythat the person whose operating privilege or registratigab. (3).
wasrevoked has been released from liability or has fieatly 4) The secretary shall not revoke, as required by €pif
adjudicated not to be liable. The secretary may accept a rele@gedefaulting person has magyments to the extent specified
executedby a parent on behalf of a minor child only if the releasg s 344.15 (1)with reference to the acceptable limits of a policy
satisfiesthe requirements specified in314.14 (2) (h) or bond.

(c) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactoitysto  History: Sup. Ct. Ordet67 W (2d) 585, 766 (1975)975 c. 55199, 1977 c. 29
secretarythat the person whose operating privilege or registratigri®3¢ (1) (G177 c. 2731979 c. 32258 1981 c. 201985 a. 202529, 37, 1987

. a 3 1991'a. 269315

was revoked has executed a duly acknowledged written agree
mentin accordance with 844.14 (2) (hand subject to sulf3).

(d) One year has elapsed since tliecti’e date of the revoea
tion order and, during such period, no notice has been filed wj|
the secretary by any claimant that an actres commenced by
a party in interest. If the action was commencea icourt of
record,the notice required by thggaragraph shall include a certi
fied copy of the summons and complaint or counterclaim

344.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle;
isposition. (1) Any motor vehicle impounded under3g4.14
) may not be returned to the owner unless:
(a) An owner or holder of a security interest, mortgage or other
interestwho is first notified after the vehicle is impounded-fur
pishessatisfactory proof to the secretary that one of the exceptions

cross—complainand proof of service filed therein. In all cases df S: 344-14 (2)appliesand pays the expenses incurred by the
serviceunder s345.09 an additional notice argkrvice must be departmentn impounding the vehicle; or

madeunder this chapter to avail oneself of fitevisions of this _ (b) Theownerdeposits the security required unde844.13
chapter. (3) and pays the expenses incurbgdhe department in impound

(1Im) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date thdP&the vehicle. _ o
requirementinder sub(1) (a) (b), (c) or(d) has been met, the per  (2) (&) Any impounded vehicle which is not returned to the
sonwhose registration was suspended or revoked undefigub.owner within 30 days after impoundment shall seld by the
or whose operating privilege or registration was suspended unéepartment.
s.344.14 1989 stats., shall file with the department proof of finan (b) If the owner is making a good faith attempt to redeem the
cial responsibility in the amount, form and manner specified irehicle under sul{l), the department may grant an extension of
this chapter The person shall maintain the proof of financialp to 30 additional days before selling the vehicle.
responsibilityat all times for 3 years following reinstatement or (c) The department, upon requesgy permit the person who,
renewalof the registration while the registration of arshicle accordingto the departmerst’records, holds a security interest in
ownedby theperson is in déct or, for suspension of operatingthe vehicle to accept and maintain custody of the vehicle after
privilege, for 3 years following reinstatement or renewal of thgnpoundmenor to sell the vehicle in a commerciatlgasonable
licensewhile the license is in &fct. mannerat a public or private sale. The proceeds of theusaler

(b) This subsectioapplies as a condition precedent to renewtlis paragraph shall be transmitted to the department for distribu
or reinstatement of an operating privilege or registration su#n under par(e).
pendedunder s344.14 1989 stats. (d) If the vehicle is sold, any person who is the holder of & secu

(3) If there is any default in the payment of any instalmefity interest which is perfected undeBg2.19shall be notified of
under a duly acknowledged written agreement, the secretatfje sale and any persamo holds a security interest, mortgage or
uponnotice of such default givein no event later than 30 daysotherinterest in the vehicle arwho acquired the security interest,
afterthe time for final instalment, shall forthwith revoke the regighe mortgage or other interestgood faith may file a claim within
trationsof thedefaulting person, which revocation shall remain ig0 days after the sale with the department.
effectuntil thefee required under 841.36 (1m)as been paid, (e) 1. The money from the sale of a vehicle shall be fisstd
therequirement under pda) or (b) has been met and the requirefor payment of all proper expenses of impounding, preparing for
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the sale andselling the vehicle, including expenses for seizuregvokethe license of such residenhi or she was the operator and
maintenancef custody ancdvertising. Any remaining money all of his or her registrationslife or she was the owner of a motor
may be paid to a claimant under p@) in the priority provided vehicleinvolved in such accident. The department may accept
unders.342.19 a certification whichis in the form of a combined notice of

2. All other proceedsf the sale remaining after the payment&equiredsecurity and suspension or revocation oroler shall not
undersubd.1. shall be retained by the secretary and applied Egvokea residens operating privilege or registration on the basis
s pogmen o g 1SS ool et e s e e e o
unders. 344. ny amounts notised to pay judgments or tingse« _ _ : (
assignmentshall be transmitted to the state treasurer for depo%ﬂertaft'nwrr']w'ege,gnder th]lsh_sectlohn shall ccintlnue\:hrg:ll SUChf res
in the school fund. identfurnishes evidence of his or her compliance aw o

: ; . the other state relating to the deposit of secytitg fee required

(3) iotwn;stand_lrk\]g 58409'5.01.“) 409.597and Chh'4|25 hich .unders.343.21 (1) (jhas been paid and the applicable provisions

d(a) = ci&e |t8r V‘{'r: a s?_curlty |nteres|t In ta Elhe 1c et whic flt f 5.343.38have been complied with. A revocation of registration
or ered % l;mder IS section mz_aygcce erate 'f?dn:‘a ulrltyg fiderthis section shall continue until such resident furnishes evi
securedndebtedness, Is not required to give noaitdetault and  yenceof his or her compliance with the law of the other state-relat
right to cure, may accept custody of the vehicle and may condiifd 1, the deposit of securitine feerequired under €41.36 (1m)
thesale of the vehicle ggovided under sulf2) (c)without send | asheen paid and the requirements of 8) are satisfied.
:‘ng nort]n‘lcatllon of the sc? I%tmeddebtor and may receive proceeds (3g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle
rom the sale as provide ; under s@. (e) . ownedby a person whose registration has been revoked under
~ () The owner of a vehicle whichdsdered sold under this sec ¢, Q).
_tlcan l:l)? geen;ae(i r']n defau_lth?rt\der thg[hlnsdtnfjm?tnt secdurlng ttﬁe(3m) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since compliance of the
indebtednes$ut has no right to cure the default or redeem . ; ! (
vehicleonce thesale has been ordered, may not receive any p?§3|denlwnh the law of the other state relatingth® deposit of

ceedsfrom the sale and remains liable to a secured party for fé&u”ty’ the residentwhose registration was suspended or
o}

- - . s PPN okedunder sub(3) or whose operating privilege or registra
deficiencywhich remains unsatisfied after the distribution und nwas suspended undeB¢4.19 (3) 1989 stats., shall file with

sub.(2) (€) S L the department proof of financial responsibility in the amount,

(4) Whena vehicle is sold by or at the direction of the deparfsym and manner specified in this chapt&he person shall main
mentunder this sectiorthe sale transfers to the purchaser fagin the proof of financial responsibilit all times for 3 years fol
valueall of the owne's rights therein, and discls all security |oing reinstatement or renewal of the registration while the reg
interestsin the vehicle.The purchasgr takes free of aII.such rightgiration of any vehicleowned by the resident is infeét or, for
andinterests even though the sale is not conducted in a commgfshensiomf operating privilege, for 3 years followimginstate
cially reasonable manner or the department fails to give the-notifientor renewal of the license while the license is feaf

cationsrequired under $44.14 (4) (a) (b) This subsectioapplies as a condition precedent to renewal

(a) Inthe case of the public salethit purchaser has no knewl o reinstatement of an operating privilege or registration sus
edgeof such defects in the sale and does not buy in collusion W§Bndedunder s344.19 (3) 1989 stats.

the department, other bidders or the person conducting the sal@jstory: 1977 c. 29s.1464 1654 (7) (a) (c); 1991 a. 269316
or

(b) In any other case, if the purchaser acts in good faith. 344.20 Custody, disposition and return of security

History: 1981 c. 363 (1) Securityshallbe deposited with the secretary in compliance
with this chapter
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed driv - (2) Thesecretary shall apply the security only to the payment

ers, unregistered motor vehicles and accidents in other  of judgments and assignments and only as provided in this subsec
states. (1) If the operator or the owner of a motor vehicldion:
involvedin an accident within this state has no license or registra (a) The security may be appli¢ol the payment of judgments
tion, whether because the operatoroamer is a nonresident or for damages arising out of the accident in question rendered
becausethe operator or owner is r@sident who has failed or againsteither operator or owner for titamages resulting from
neglectedo obtain a license or registration in this state, the epeguchaccident in an action at lavAny party to such action favor
tor or owner shall not be allowedieense or registration until the of whom a judgment was rendered may move to have the court
operatoror ownerhas complied with the requirements of thisrrderthe secretary to transmit to the court for application to the
chapterto the same extent as wotdd necessary if, at the time ofpaymentof the judgment the money or securities available for
the accident, the operator or owner had held a license and registech purpose, and the court may so ordEne secretary shall
tion in this state. transmitto the clerk of the court the money or securitiethi:

(2) If the operating privilege or registration of a nonresidedmount authorized by pakc) or in the amount specified in the
is revoked pursuant to 344.14 the secretary shall transmit a-cercourtorder if less than the amount so authorized. Securities trans
tified copy of therecord of such action to the administrator of thenitted shall be valued at the same amount as véwaived by the
division of motor vehicles or equivalentfmial of the statein departmentAny excess shall be returned by the court to the-secre
which that persomesides if the law of the state in which that-pettary to be heldby the secretary subject to the provisions of this
son resides provides for similaction by the administrator or chapter.
equivalentofficial of that state in the event that a resident of this (b) Subject to the restrictions imposed by. fa) the security
statehas a nonresidestbperating privilege or registration in thatmay be applied to the payment of a duly acknowledged assign
statesuspended or revoked for failure to comply withdhéety ment by the person who mattee deposit, provided the assign
responsibilitylaw of that state. mentis accompanied by releases signed by all parties in interest

(3) Uponreceipt of such certificatioflom another state to the and releasing the assignor from all liability to such partes
effectthat the operating privilege or registration of a resident accountof damages arising out of the accident in question.
this state has been suspended or revoked in such other state pufc) No amount in excess the portion designated by the secre
suantto alaw providing for its suspension or revocation for failuréary as having been deposited on account of damagiesesliby
to deposit security for payment of judgments arising outobtor  the assignee or judgment creditor or person representing efther
vehicle accident, under circumstances whigbuld require the them shall be paid out on behalf of such person unless the -deposi
secretanyto revoke a nonresidestbperating privilege or registra tor has been released from liability by all other parties in interest.
tion had the accidentccurred in this state, the secretary shalh the latter event, the deposit may be applied to the payment of
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thejudgmentor assignment in question without regard to the dethe person against whom such judgment was rendered, subject to
ignations. the following exceptions:

(3) (a) The deposit of security or any balance thereof shall be (1) If the judgment arose out of an accident caused by the own
returnedto the depositor or the persomapresentative under theershipor operation, wittpermission, of a vehicle owned by or
conditionsprovided in par(b) or (c). leasedo the United States, this state or any county or municipality

(b) The deposit or any balance thereof shall be returned wiithis state or a vehicle subject to the requirementsifls53
evidencesatisfactory to the secretary has been filed that otieof 194.410r 194.42 the secretary shall not revoke such license or
contingencies specified in344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b)has registration.
occurred. (2) If the judgment creditor consents in writing in such form

(c) If the provisions of $344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b)are asthe secretary may prescribe that the judgment debtor be allowed
notapplicablethe deposit or any balance thereof shall be returnt@iretain orreinstate the operating privilege and registrations, the
when one year has elapsed from the date the deposit was madé&aiigmaybe allowed by the secretary for 6 months from the date
during that period no notice has been filed with the secretary By suchconsent and thereafter until such consent is revoked in
any claimant that an action was commenbgdh party in interest. Writing, notwithstanding default in the paymaeitsuch judgment
If the actionwas commenced in a court of record, the notic® Of any instalments thereof as prescribed 4. 27 provided
requiredby this paragraplshall include a certified copy of thethejudgment debtor furnishes proof of financial responsibility for
summonsand Comp|aint or counterclaim or cross Comp|aint aﬁaefutul'-e a.n(_j malntal.ns such prOOf at a.” times when such ||.Cense
proof of service filed therein. In all cases of service under @nd registrations are infe€t during a period of 3 years following
345.09 an additional noticand service must be made under thighe entry of the judgment.
chapterto avail oneself of the provisions of this chapter (3) Thesecretary shall naevoke such license or registrations

(4) Securitydeposited undehis section shall be paid into theif thejudgment debtor obtains a court order for instalment pay
transportatiorfund andinvested in accordance with25.17 (1) mentsand furnishes proof of financial responsibility as provided

(v). in s.344.27
History: 1973 c. 121975 c. 27(421; 1977 c. 2%5.1464m 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 (5) Whenthe secretaryeceives certification of the entry of a
C.273 1979 c. 2581991 a. 189269 damaggudgment in accordance wigh344.05against a resident

of this statevhich has been entered by an Indian tribal court in this
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. Neither stateor by a court in another jurisdiction, the secretary shall give
thereport required following an accident, the action taken by theticeto the person of the receipt of tbertification of judgment.
departmentpursuant to this chaptethe findings, if anyupon If satisfaction of such judgment is not made and copy of such satis
which such action is based nitve security filed as provided in thisfactionfiled with the secretary within 30 days from the date such
chaptershall be referred to in arway or be any evidence of thenoticewas given, the secretary shadl/oke the license and regis
negligence or due care of either party at the trial of any actiont@tionsof such judgment debtor
law to recover damages, but this shall not be construed to excludgg) Notwithstandingsub.(5), subs(2) and(3) applyto a dam
anotice of insurance filed pursuant t8d4.140r344.15 (4)or  agejudgmentin accordance with 844.05against a resident of
both, from beingadmissible in evidence where it would otherwisghis state which has been entered byiratian tribal court in this
be material and admissible under the rules of evidence. state.

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (e)1985 a. 29 History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731981 c. 201989 a. 1051991
a. 39

344.22 Short title. Section844.12to344.22and the general

provisionsapplicable thereto may be cited as the safetponsi 344.26 Revocation to continue until judgment paid
bility law. and proof of financial responsibility ~ given. (1) Subjectto

the exceptions stated in s$14.25 (2)and344.27 (2) any operat
ing privilege orregistration revoked pursuant to3g4.25shall

SUBCHAPTER Il remain revokedintil every judgment mentioned in 344.25is
stayed,satisfied or dischged and, unless y¥ears have elapsed
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY sincethe date of entry of the judgment which was the cause for

revocationuntil the person whose operating privilege and regis
trationwasrevoked furnishes proof of financial responsibility for
thefuture and maintains such proof at all times during such 3-year

344.24 Applicability of sections relating to proof of periodwhen the operating privilege or registration is iieet

financial responsibility for the future. Sections344.29to (3) Judgmentsn excess of the amounts specified iB844.01

344.41are applicable imll cases in which a person is required t62) (d) shall, for the purpose of this section ortdlg deemed satis

depositproof of financial responsibility for the future, includingfied when payments in the amounts so specified have been cred

thosecases in whicla person is required to deposit proof of finanited thereon. Payments made in settlement of any claims because

cial responsibility for the future under $814.25t0 344.27 those of bodily injury, death or property damage arising from a motor

casesn which the deposit of proof dinancial responsibility for vehicle accident shall be creditéd reduction of the respective

the future is a condition precedent to renewal or reinstatementiofountsso specified.

anoperating privilege or registration suspended or revoked undetistory: 1975 c. 297

s.344.14 344.18 (3)or 344.19 (3)and those cases in which the

depositof proof of financial responsibility for the future is a cendi344.27 Instalment payment of judgments; revocation

tion precedent to issuance of an operatbcenseunder s343.38 upon default. (1) A judgment debtor upon due notice to the

(4) or reinstatement of an operating privilege revoked purdaanjudgmentcreditor may apply to the court in which such judgment

ch.343 wasrendered for the privilege of paying syadgment in instal
History: 1989 a. 721991 a. 269 mentsand the court, in its discretion and without prejudice to any

otherlegal remedies which the judgment creditor may have, may

344.25 Revocation of license and registration for non-  soorder and fix the amounts and times of payment ofrtsiat

payment of judgment; exceptions.  Upon the receipt, under ments.

s.344.058 of a certified copy of a judgment for damages in excess (2) The secretaryshall not revoke the operating privilege or

of $500 arising out of a motor vehicle accident, the secretaly registrationand shall restore any operatipgvilege or registra

forthwith revoke the operating privilege and all registrations aion revoked following nonpayment of a judgmevtien the judg

FOR THE FUTURE
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ment debtor obtains such order permitting the payment of the (b) Such insurer shall agree in writing that such policies shall
judgmentin instalments and, unless 3 years have elapsed sinceltbeleemed to conform with the laws of this state relating to the
entry of judgment, furnishes and maintains proof of financiaermsof motor vehicle liability policies issued herein.
responsibilityfor the future. (2) If any insurer not authorized to transact business in this

(3) If the judgment debtor fails to pay any instalment as spestate which has qualified téurnish proof of financial responsibil
fied by such ordethe secretarypon notice ofuch default, shall ity, defaults in any such undertakings or agreements, the secretary
forthwith revoke the operating privilege and registrationthef shallnot thereafter accept as proof any certification of such carrier
judgmentdebtor until sucludgment is satisfied as provided in swhethertheretofore filed or thereafter tendered as proof, so long
344.26 as such default continues.

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) History: 1971 c. 164.82 1973 c. 901977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 2731979

c.1025s5.42, 236 (3) 1987 a. 27

344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future u . I - )
required. Proof of financial responsibility for the future shall ber44-33 “Motor vehicle  liability —policy” defined.
furnishedby any person required to give such proof under dg) CERTIFICATION. In this chapter“motor vehicle liability
344.25t0 344.27 those cases in which the deposit of proof c?ollcy means anotor vehicle policy of liability insurance, certi
financial responsibility for the future is a condition precedent 11€d as provided in s344.31or 344.32as proof of financial
renewalor reinstatement of an operating privilege or registratiggSPonsibilityfor the future, and issued, except as otherpise
suspendedr revoked under 844.14 344.18 (3)or 344.19 (3) Vvidedin s.344.32 by an insurer authorized to do an automobile
and in those cases in which the deposit of proof of financidfbility businessn this state to or for the benefit of the person
responsibilityfor the future is a condition precedent to issuance BRMedin the policy as the insured. _ _
an operatots license under 843.38 (4)or reinstatement of an _ (2) MOTORVEHICLE LIABILITY PoOLICY. A motor vehicle policy

operatingprivilege revoked under cB43 of liability insurance shall insure the person named thersiimgy
History: 1973 c. 991989 a. 721991 a. 269 any motor vehicle with the express or implied permission of the
owner,against loss from the liability imposed by law for damages
344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsi - arisingout of the maintenanaa use of the motor vehicle within

bility. Whenever a person is required undeBdor this chapter theUnited States of America or the Dominion of Canaudject

to give proof of financial responsibility for the future, such prode the limits exclusive of interest and costs, witspect to each
may be given by filing: suchmotor vehicle as follows: $25,000 because of bodily injury

P ; ; ; to or death of one person in any one accident and, subject to such
344(11:)32%?””'0&“0” of insurance as provided in 844.31 or limit for one person, $50,000 because of bodily injury to or death
: . . of 2 or more persons in any one accident, and $10,000 because of
(2) A bond as provided in 844.36 or = _injury to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.
~ (3) A certificate ofdeposit of money or securities as provided (3) REQUIRED STATEMENTS IN POLICY. Such motor vehicle
in s.344.37 or ] o liability policy shall state the namand address of the named
(4) A certificateof self-insurance as provided in314.16  insured the coveragefforded by the policythe premium chged
supplementecby an agreement by theelf-insurer that, with therefor the policy period and the limits of liabilitand shalton
respecto accidents occurring while the certificaténidorce, the = tain an agreement dre endorsed that insurance is provided there
self-insuremwill pay the same amounts that an insurer would haygderin accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter with
beenobligated to pay under a moteehicle liability policy if it respecto bodily injury and death or property damage, or both, and
hadissued such a policy to such self-insurer is subject to all the provisions of this chapter
History: 1973 c. 901981 c. 3901987 a. 271991 a. 316 (4) CERTAIN TYPES OF COVERAGE EXCLUDED. Such motor
e . vehicle liability policy shall notinsure any liability under any
344.31 Certification of insurance as proof. ~ Proof of \yqrker'scompensation law as provided in €62 nor any liabit
financial responsibility for the future may be furnishedg i on account of bodily injury to or death of any employe of the
with the secretary the written certification afy insurer duly jnqredwhile engaged in the employment, other than dometic,
authorizedo do business in this state that there isfcel motor he insured, or while engaged in the operation, maintenance or
vehicleliability policy for thebenefit of the person required to-fur o air o any such motor vehicle or any liability for damage to
nish proof of financial responsibility or by transmitting such eert'propertyowned by rented to, in chae of ortransported by the
fication to the secretary by another means approved bsettre .5 red. '
tary. Such certification shall give thefettive date of such motor (5) PROVISIONSINCORPORATEDIN POLICY BY LAW. Every motor
;/.ehlclellablllty pollcy_, .Wh'-Ch date shall be th_e same as tfiecef hicleliability policy shall be subject to the following provisions
ive date of the certification and shall certify coverage for ar&ehich need not be contained therein:
motor vehicle operated by the named insured. : )
History: 1973 c. 991977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1979 c. 10%.236 (3) 1987 a. 27 (@) The policy may not be canceled or annulled as to such
No policy issued pursuant tine ch. 344 financial responsibility statutes mayliability by anyagreement between the insurer and the insured

excludecoverage for persons related by blood or marriage to the operator as n@fter the occurrence of any injurgr damage covered by such
datedby s. 632.32 (6) (b) 1. Bindrim Colonial Ins. Co. 190 W (2d) 525, 527 NW

(2d) 321 (1995). motor vehicle liability policy
(b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgmentdiach
344.32 Certification furnished by nonresidents as injury or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the right or

proof. (1) A nonresident may give proof of financial respensidUty of the insureto make payment on account of such injury or

bility by filing with the secretary a writtecertification of an damage.

insurerauthorized to transact an automobile liability or surety () The insurer shall have the right to settle any claim covered

businessn the state in which the person resideby transmitting Py the policy and if such settlement is made in good faith, the

suchcertification to the secretaly another means approved byamountthereof shall be deductible from thienits of liability

the secretaryprovided the certification otherwise conforms to thispecifiedin sub.(2).

chapter. The secretary shall accept the certification if the insurer (d) The policy the written application therefaf any, and any

complieswith the following with respedb the policies so certi rider or endorsement which does not conflict with pinevisions

fied: of this chapteconstitutes the entire contract between the parties.
(a) Such insurer shall execuagpower of attorney authorizing  (6) EXCESS OR ADDITIONAL COVERAGE. Any policy which

the secretary to accept service on its behalf of notice or procesgiiantsthe coverage required for a motarhicle liability policy

any action arising out of a motor vehicle accident in this state.mayalso grant any lawful coverage in excess of or in addition to
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the coverage specified for a motor vehicle liability policy and sudlbbgetherhaving equities equal in value to at least twice the amount
excesor additional coverage is not subject to the provisions of the bond, which reaéstate shall be scheduled in the bond
this chapter With respect to a policy which grants such excess approvedy a judge of a court @écord. Such bond shall be eon
additional coverage the term “motor vehicle liability policy” ditionedfor the payment athe amounts specified in34.01 (2)
appliesonly to that part of the coverawich is required by this (d). The bond shall biled with the secretary and shall not be-can
section. celableexcept after 10 days’ written notice to the secretary

(7) REIMBURSEMENT PROVISION PERMITTED. Any motor (2) The bond constitutes a lien in favor of the state upon any
vehicle liability policy may provide that the insured shadim-  surety’sreal estate which is scheduledhe bond and which is not
bursethe insurefor any payment the insurer would not have beesxemptby law from execution. Such lien ideaftive as of the time
obligated to make under the terms of the policy except for the prchenthe secretary records the bond in tHeefof the register of
visionsof this section. deedf the county wherein such real estate is located, as provided

(8) PRORATION OF INSURANCE PERMITTED. Any motor vehicle in 5.706.05 (1) Such lien exists in favor of any holder of a final
liability policy may provide for the prorating of the insurancdudgmentagainst the person who filed such bond,damages
thereundewith other valid and collectible insurance. resultingfrom the ownership, maintenance, useperation of a

(9) MuLTIPLE POLICIES. The requirements for a motor vehiclgotor vehicle after such bond was recorded, includiagiages
liability policy may be fulfilledby the policies of one or more for care and for loss of services because of bodily injury to or death

insurerswhich policies together meet such requirements. of any person and damages because of injury to or destruction of
(10) BINDERS. Any binder issued pending tligesuance of a propertyand _the consequent loss of.use there_of._
motorvehicle liability policy shall be deemedfufill the require _ (3) If the judgment rendered against the principal on the bond
mentsfor such a policy is not satlsfled within GQ days after it has become f|_nal, the-judg
History: 1973 c. 90243 1975 c. 14%.54, 1977 c.293 1979 ¢. 102s.43,236 mentcreditor mayfor hisor her own use and benefit and at the
(3), (4); 1981 c. 284 judgmentcreditors sole expense, bring an action in the name of

Althoughrecord ownes son loaned car to another against fashexpress wishes, the state against the company persons executing the bond
recordowners permission under (2) is presumed as a matter of law whesecsisn’ . - ; . !
tody and control is such that son is 'saeal owner Permissive use is to be viewed including an action or proceeding to foreclose any lien thay

the'same under sub. (2) ender omnibus coverage of s. 204.30 (3), 1975 stat@xistuponthe real estate of a person who has executed such bond.
[63":?-32(?)1|- GfOSS,-‘é,JIFsc'i&jtz w (Zd)d5§3~_241 NW (2d) t7hZ7 . In the foreclosure of such lien, @46 on the foreclosure of real
Inancial responsipility statutes manaate Insurance on € person, not on H
vehiclessuch person may own. Cardinaleader Nat. Ins., 166 W (2d) 37480 gg‘t,ate mortgages shall apply as far as pOSSIble.
NW (2d) 1 (1992). History: 1973 c. 18%.20; Sup. Ct. Order67 W (2d) 585, 776 (1975)975 c.
218 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)
The direct action statute, s. 632.24, doesapply to actions where the principal

344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certi - ona bond under thisection causes injury; sub. (3) requires obtaining a judgment

- . ; e ; i~ h;pgainsthe principal before an action may be brought against the suagtyguard
fied p0||cy . When an insurer has certified a motor vehicle Hab'e. Progressive Northern Insurance Co. 188 W (2d) 584, 525 NW (2d) 146 (Ct. App.

ity policy under s344.31 a policy under 844.320r a bond under 1994).
s.344.36 the insurance so certified shall not be canceled or-termi

nateduntil at least 10 days after a notice of cancellation er te§44 37 Money or securities as proof. (1) Proof of finan

n}i?ﬁtionof ttheirll\lsurance S0 certifie?_fhe(ljs beemedlindtﬁiz:tef cial responsibility for the future may be evidenced by a deposit
of the secretarylNo Insurance So ceruned may Genceled orter i e secretary by the person of $60,000 in cash, or in securities
minatedby the insurer prior to the expiration of 90 days from th§uch as may legally be purchased by savings banks or for trust

effectivedate of the certification on the grounds of failureay fundsof a market value of $60,000’he secretary shall not accept
a premium when due. - Such a certified policy or bond subsg, ¢\,ch deposit unless accompanied by evidence that there are
quentlyprocured shall, on thefettive date of its certification

. h ; pyh .-~ " nounsatisfied judgments of any character against the depiositor
terminatethe insurance previously certified. Any certification Ofhe county where the depositor resides

recertificationfiled by the same insurer following cancellation . . .
shallbe accompanied by a fee of $3 payable by the insurer (2) Depositsmadeunder this section shall be held by the sec
History: 1973 . 991977 c. 2%.1654 (7) ()1979 c. 10%.236 (3) 1987 a. 27 I€taryto satisfy in accordance with this chapteny execution on
1991a. 2691993 a. 213 ajudgment issued against the person making the deposit, fer dam
Failureof insurer to notify under this sectipnecluded insurer from asserting thatagesresulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or operation
ggez"('gﬁ‘sk’gsn'lfg%dogmhcy had lapsed. Langkurtz, 100 W (2d) 40, 301 NW (2d) ' 3 motor vehicle after such deposit was made, including dam
Ten-daynotice of cancellation requirement only applied to liability coverage dkgesfor care andor loss of services because of bodily injury to
policy acquired to satisfy proof of financial responsibility; uninsured motorist eoveor death of any person and damages because of injury to or
Zgg’cjgfe,\'}s&"(’%"g'éﬁgﬂ’;‘g_"fgg%_N““e’"M"Wa“kee Ins. Co., 167 W (2d) destructionof property and the consequent loss of theeof.
Money or securities so deposited are not subject to attachment or
) o executionunless such attachment or execution arises out of a suit
344.35 This chapter not to affect other policies. for damages as set forth in this section.
(1) Thischapter does natpply to or dect policies of automobile  History: 1971 c. 164.82; 1975 c. 2701977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1989 a. 32
insuranceagainst liability which may now or hereafter be required
by any othedaw of this state. If such policies contain an agre
mentor are endorsed to conform to the requirements ottiap
ter, they may be certified as proof of financial responsibility und
this chapter

(2) This chapter does not appty or afect policies insuring
solely the insured named in the policy against liabitiégulting
from the maintenance or use by persons in the insiesaploy
or on the insured’ behalf of motor vehicles natwned by the
insured.

History: 1991 a. 316

%44.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for

&thers. Whenever any person required to give prodfrafncial
responsibilityfor the future under this chapter is or later becomes
anoperator in the employ of any owner is or later becomes a
member of the immediate family or household of the owther
secretaryshall accept proof given by such owner in lieu of proof
by such other person. If the vehicle is leased to the emptbger
theleasing company may file proof of financial responsibiity
behalfof the person required to furnish such proof. When proof
hasbeen given as provided in this section, pleeson on whose
behalfsuch proof was furnished may be granted a licensenut
344.36 Bond as proof. (1) Proof of financial responsibility to operate those vehicles for which praeés so given. The
may be evidenced by the bond of a surety company duly autliepartment shall note such restriction on the pessticense,

rizedto transact business within thitate or a bond with at leastincluding a designation of each vehidt which proof was given.
2 individual sureties each owning real estate within this state andistory: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a) (c).
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344.39 Substitution of proof. The secretary shall consenjudgmentupon any such liability is then unsatisfied, or if the per
to the cancellation of any bond or certification of insurance sonwho filed the bond or deposited the money or securities has,
returnany money or securities to the person entitled thereto upsithin one year immediatelgreceding the request for cancella
the substitution and acceptanceather adequate proof of finan tion of the bond or return of the money or securities, been involved

cial responsibility pursuant to this chapter asan operator or owner in any motor vehicle accident restiiting
History: 1975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1987 a. 27 injury or damage to the person or propertptifers. An afidavit
of the applicant as to the nonexistence of $acts, or that the per
344.40 Revocation for failure to maintain proof; other sonhas been released from all liabiligr has been finallgdjudi

catednot to be liable for such injury or damages idisigint evi

wheneverany person who has furnished probfinancial respon dencethereof inthe absence of evidence to the contrary in the
sibility fails tomaintain such proof at any time during the perioffcOrdsof the secretary
when proof of financial responsibility is required, teecretary ~ (3) (a) Whenever any person whose proof has been canceled
shallrevoke such persanbperating privilegéor a period of time  Or returned under sul) (c) desires reinstatement of thpsrsorns
running fromthedate of revocation until such time as either satigcenseprior tothe expiration of the period during which proof of
factory proof of financial responsibility is again furnishedtioe ~financialresponsibility is required, that person shall againish
period during which proof was required to be furnished hagoofof financial responsibility Thereupon that persaricense
expired. is reinstated as provided in343.38

(b) Whenever any person who has furnished proof of financial () Whenever any person whose proof heen canceled or
responsibilityfails to maintain such proof at any time during théeturnedunder sub(1m) (b) desiresreinstatement of his or her
periodwhen proof of financial responsibility is required under $egistrationsprior to the expiratiorof the period during which
344.18(1m)or (3m) or344.19 (3m)the secretarghall revoke all Proofof financial responsibility is required, he or she shall again
of the persors registrations for a period of time running from théurnish proof of financial responsibilityThereupon his or her reg
dateof revocation until such time as eitheatisfactory proof of IStrationsmay be renewed or reinstated upon payment of the fee
financial responsibility is again furnished or the period durinfgquired under $341.36 (1m)
which proof was required to be furnished has expired. History: 1973 c. 901975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731987

a.27, 1991 a. 269316
(2) (a) Except as provided in p&b), whenever any proof of
financial responsibility filed undethis chapter no longer fulfills

proof may be required. (1) (a) Exceptas provided in pé),

the purposes for which required, the secretary shall require other SUBCHAPTERIV
proof meeting the requirements tfis chapter and shall revoke
the operating privilege pending the filing of such other proof. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER

(b) Whenever any proof of financial responsibility filed under
s.344.18 (1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3mo longer fulfills the pur
posesfor which required, the secretary shall require other prodf4.45 Surrender of license and registration upon
meetingthe requirementsf this chapter and shall revoke all of theevocation or suspension. (1) Whenever persors operat
person’sregistrations pending the filing of such other proof.  ing privilege orregistration is revoked or suspended under this
History: 1973 c. 991977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1989 a. 721991 a. 269 chapterthe department may also order the person to surrender to
thedepartment his or her license and the registration plate or plates
of the vehicle or vehicles for which registration was revoked or
suspendedIf the person fails forthwith to return the license, regis
tration plate or plates to the department, the department may direct
cellation of any bond or certification of insuranceturn to the atraffic officer to take possession thereof and return them to the

personentitled thereto angnoney or securities deposited pursuarqepartment' . . .
to this chapter as proof of financial responsibility and shall waive (2) Any person who intentionally fails or refuses to return a
any requirement of the filing of proof of financiegsponsibility licenseand registration plate or plates as required by this section

whenevergxcept as provided in sugim), any of the following mgytbe r?g7ulireg7§329f707rfeiztg;?%g%ijg??ailﬁgﬁ 43203 1985
. Istory: C. C. S. C); C.
eventshas occurred: .29, 1080 3. 72

(a) The period during which proof of financial responsibility

is required has expired; or . 344.46 Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat pur -
(b) The person on whose behalf such proof was filed has diggke of chapter . (1) No owner of a motor vehicle involved in
or has become permanently incapacitated to operate a mefRhccident in this state which is reportable unda#é. 70shall

344.41 Duration of proof; when proof may be canceled
or returned. (1) Subject to the exceptions set forth in @),
the secretary shall, upon requesbnsent to the immediate can

vehicle;or transferthe ownership or registration of any vehicle whose regis
(c) The persorwho has given proof surrenders the persontrationis subject to revocation under3si4.14until this chapter
licenseto the secretary hasbeen complied with or until the secretary is satisfied that such

(1m) Subjectto the exceptions set forth in si®), the secre transferis proposed in good faith and not for the purpose or with
tary shall, upon request, consent to the immediate cancellatiohgreffect of defeating the purposes of this chapter
anybond or certificatiorof insurance, return to the person entitled (2) Any person violating this sectianay be required to forfeit
theretoany money or securities deposited pursuant tactiapter not more than $200.
asproof of financial responsibility and shaillaive any require  (3) This section does natpply to or dkct the registration of
ment of the filing of proof of financial responsibility under s.anyvehicle sold by a person who, pursuanthe terms or condi
344.18(1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3m)vhenever any of the follow  tions of any written instrument giving a right of repossessias,
ing events has occurred: exercised such right and has repossessed such vehicle from a per
(a) The period during which proof of financial responsibilitsonwhose registration has been revoked pursuant to this chapter
is required has expired. History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1991 a. 269

(b) The person who has given proof surrenders all of the per
son’'sregistrations to the secretary 344.48 Forged proof. (1) No person shall:

(2) The secretary shall not consent to the cancellation of any(a) Foge or withoutauthority sign any notice provided for in
bondor the return of any money or securities if any action for-dars. 344.140r 344.15 (4) or both, to the &ct that gpolicy or bond
agesupon a liability covered by such proof is then pending or aigyin efect or knowing or having reason to believe that the notice
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hasbeen foged or signed without authoritijle or offer the notice to have irrevocably appointed the secretary as the agent or attor
for filing; or neyupon whom legal process may be served in any action-or pro

(b) Foge or without authoritysign any evidencef proof of ceedingagainst SUCh_ lessor or the Ieézscmxe(_:utqradministratqr
financial responsibility orknowing or having reason to believePersonafepresentative, successors or assigns, growing out of the
that such evidence has beergnt or signed without authorjty operationof suchrented motor vehicle in this state. Such appoint
file or offer such evidence for filing. mentis binding upon the lesserexecutor administratqr per

(c) Sign or file the dfdavit mentioned in $344.15 (4) know- sonalrepresentative, successors or assigns. The operasantof
ing that it contains a false statement. ' rentedmotor vehicle in this state &signification of the lessisr
(2) Any person violating this section may be fined not mo agreementhat such legal process ootice may be served upon

o) ) i
> v elessor or the less@r executgradministratarpersonal repre
thﬁgirly'_o?g%o; |$pnsoned not more than one year or both. g0 aiive successors or assigns and that processotice o

servedhas the same legal force as if personally served upon them
in this state. Service of such process or notice shall be made as
SUBCHAPTERV providedin s.345.09 This section does notfat the right to
serveprocess or notice on the nonresident operator of the rented
motor vehicle as provided in 345.09
(3) In this section,"'motor vehicle” means a self—propelled

vehicle.
History: 1977 c. 29

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND
HUMAN SERVICES VEHICLES

344.51 Financial responsibility for domestic rented or

leased vehicles. (1) No person may for compensation rent 0844.55 Insurance for human service vehicles. (1) No
leaseany motor vehicle to be operated by or witik consent of motor vehicle may be used as a human service vehicle ualess
the person renting or leasing the vehicle unless there is filed wiiblicy of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance,
the department a good and &aient bond omolicy of insurance issuedby an insurer authorized to transact business in this state,
issuedby an insurer authorized to do an automobile liability insuis maintained thereon. The policy shall provide property damage
anceor surety business in this state. The bond, policy or certificdimbility coverage with a limit of not less than $10,000. The policy
shall provide that the insurer which issued it Wéliable for dam  alsoshall provide bodily injury liability coverage with limits of
agescaused by the negligent operation of the megdnicle in the notlessthan $75,000 for each person and, subject to such limit for
amountsset forth in s344.01 (2) (d) Noperson complying with eachperson, total limits as follows:

this subsection, and nEerson acquiring an interest in any contract (a) $150,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having
for the rentabr leasing of a motor vehicle for which any other pef seating capacity of 7 passengers or less.

son has complied with this subsection, is liable ttamages () §700,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having
causedy the negligent operation of the motor vehicle by anOthﬁrseating capacity of 8 to 15 passengers.

person. . . .
. . . o c) $250,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havin
(2) Any person failingo comply with this section is directly assea)uing capacity of 16 to 24 passengers. g

liable for damages caused by the negligence of the person-opera . . .
ing such rented or leased vehicle, but such liability may not excee d)t_$375,000_tfor ?gght a%%ldent for each motor vehicle having
the limits set forth in s344.01 (2) (d)with respect to the accepta & S€ating capacity o 0 56 passengers.

ble limits of liability when furnishing proof of financial responsi  (€) $500,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having

bility. a seating capacity of 37 to 49 passengers.
(3) Any person violating this sectionay be required to forfeit ~ (f) $500,000 plus not less than $10,000 for each accident for
not more than $200. eachpassgnger seat accommodation for each motor vétaee
(4) In this section‘motor vehicle” means a self-propelledind @ séating capacity of 50 or more passengers.
vehicle. (2) Thedepartment may nassue registration plates for such
History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (2)1979 c. 1021995 a. 329 avehicle unless there is on file with the department a certificate

Lessoris not liable to lessezinsurer for monies insurer paid to victim of lessee’ of insurance showinghat the vehicle is insured in compliance
negligence.American Fam. Mut. Ins..\Reciprocal Ins. L W (2d) 308, 330 NW yujith sub.(l). No such policy may be terminated prtimits expira
(2ch 223 (Ct. App. 1983) g tion or canceled for any reasanless a notice thereof is filed with

Wherelessees insurance was indidient to cover all damages, les'soerrors and y > . ;
omissionspolicy was required to cover remaining damages. Germandtational the department at least 30 days prior to the détermination or
IndemnityCo. 119 W (2d) 293, 349 NW (2d) 733 (Ct. App. 1984). cancellation. The department shall revoke the registration of a

vehicleon which the insurance polityas been terminated or ean
344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented celed,effective on the date of termination or cancellation.
vehicles. (1) Whenever any motor vehicle rented for com History: 1983 a. 17%.20; Stats. 1983 s. 344.55.
pensatioroutside this state is operated in this state, the lessor of
suchmotor vehicle is directly liable for all damages to persons gn4.57 Definitions applicable to ss. 344.57 to 344.579.
propertycaused by the negligeoperation of such rented vehicle|n ss.344.57to 344.579

unless, athetime when such damage or injury occurs, the epera (1) “Accident’ means collisiomf a private passenger vehicle

tion of the vehicle is ééctively covered by a policy of insurance, i another object or other upsstthe private passenger vehicle
which provides coverage at least in the amounts specified wwme in operation.
u

344.01(2) (d)for property damage, personal injury or death s W . S . . . .
feredb;s azn(y )pers%n Fc)m z:count%f tr?e negligenjt o)p/)eration of such(2) “Authorized driver” means, in connection with a private
vehicle. The amount ofiability imposed upon the lessor by thisPassengevehicle under a rentfil agreement,. all qf the following:
sectionin the absencef insurance coverage shall not exceed the (&) The spouse of the rentiithe spouse is a licenseldver
limits set forth in s344.01 (2) (dwith respect to the acceptableandmeets any minimum age requirement in the rental agreement.
limits of liability whenfurnishing proof of financial responsibil (b) A person listed in the rental agreement as an authorized
ity. The fact that the rented vehicle is operated in this state cdniver.
trary to any understanding or agreement with the lessor is not ac) The rentels employer employe or co-workerif the
defenseo any liability imposed by this section. employer,employe or co-worker engages in a busirsesivity

(2) If amotor vehicle rented for compensation outside thigith the renteris a licensed driver and meets the rental company’
stateis operated in this state, the lessor of such vehicle is deemadimum age requirement.
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(d) A person who operates the privpssenger vehicle during  b. The fair market value of that private passenger vehicle
anemegency or while parking the private passenger vehicle airamediatelybefore the damage occurred, as determined in the
commercialor private establishment. customarymarket for the sale of that private passenger vehicle.

(3) “Damagewaiver” means a contractual provisiomder 2. Actual and reasonable costs incurred by the rental company
which a rental company agrees for a geanotto hold a renter or for towing the private passenger vehicle &rdstorage of the pri
authorizeddriver liable for damage or loss related to a private pagatepassenger vehicle for no more than 2 days.
sengewvehicle rented by the renter (b) A rental company may not hold the renter or authorized

(4) “Private passenger vehicle” means a type 1 automobilgriver liable for any of the following:

(5) “Rental agreement” means a written agreement setting 1. Loss or damage to the private passenger vehicle resulting
forth the terms and conditions governing the use of a private pliom a cause other than that described in €lib(a) 1.or 2. with

sengervehicle provided for rent by a rental company respecto the renter osub.(1) (b) 1.or2. with respect to the autho
(6) “Rentalcompany” means a person in the business of prgzed driver. _ _
viding private passenger vehicles for rent to the public. 2. Loss of use of the private passenger vehicle.
(7) “Renter” means the persamho rents a private passenger 3. Any administrative chges, including the cost of appraisal,
vehiclefrom a rental company under a rental agreement. or other costs or expenses that are incidental to the damage to the
History: 1989 a. 328 private passenger vehicle.

4. Any other chage unless expressly permitted under (@gr

344572 Applicability to rental agreements. (1) Except (c) A rental company may not hold the renter liable for any
asprovided in sub(2), ss.344.574 344.576and344.578apply amountsthat the rental company has recovered from an autho
to all rental agreements concerning private passenger vehidigeddriver A rental company may not hold an authorized driver
rentedfrom locations in this state for a period of 30 consecutivible for any amounts that the rental company has recovered from
daysor less. therenter
(2) Sections344.574344.576and344.578do notapply to a (4) INSPECTIONAND ESTIMATES. A rental company maxot
rentalagreement under which a persents from a motor vehicle collector attempto collect the amount described in s(®). (a)
dealer licensed underz18.01a private passenger vehicle ownedrom the renter or authorized driver or the insurethefrenter or
by the dealer if therivatepassenger vehicle is rented only for usauthorizeddriver unless the rental company satisfies all of the fol
while avehicle owned or leased by the person or which the perdewing:
hasagreed to purchase is beisgrviced, repaired, manufactured (a) Allows the renter or authorized driver who mayliable
or delivered. undersub.(1) (b)and thansurer of the renter or authorized driver
(3) If arental agreement is subject to®1.574344.576and 10 insp_ect the unrepaired rented private passenger vehicle within
344.578 any provisionof the rental agreement that violates ang working days after the rental company is notified of the damage.

requiremenbf ss.344.574 344.576and344.578is void. pon receiving notice of the damage, the rental company shall
History: 1989 a. 328 promptly notify the renter or authorized driver who may be liable

undersub.(1) (b) of his or her right and his or her insugeright

344.574 Limited liability for damage. (1) DAMAGE TOPRI to inspect the private passenger vehicle. i )

VATE PASSENGERVEHICLE. (@) Unless a renter purchases a damage(b) Obtains ateast 2 estimates from competing repair shops
waiver offered in accordance with 344.576 a rental company ON the costs of repairing the private passengicle, makes a
may hold the renter liabléo the extent permitted under sug®. €OPY of each estimate available upon request to the renter or

to(4) for physical hanical to th t ivat thorizeddriver who may be liable under sull) (b) or the
s(:a(nge(r:/re%iglzctﬁa(t)ristn Ce;usagécgyd;]r;%gfethg foﬁc:\?v?nzt:j private p%%urerof the renter or authorized driveho may be liable under

1. An accident occurringihile the private passenger vehicl sub.(1) (b) and submits a copy of each estimate with any claim to

. €ollectthe amount described in sy@) (a)
is under the rental agreement. History: 1989 a. 328

2. The renter or an authorized driver who is using the private
passengevehicle, intentionally or by his or her recklessvanton 344576 Damage waivers (1) OFFER AND SALE

misconduct. _ _ RESTRICTED. A rental company may notfef or sell adamage

(b) Unless a renter purchases a damage waifereof in \yajverin conjunction with a rental agreement unless the terms of
accordancavith s.344.576 a rentacompany may hold an autho the damage waiver comply with su2) and the renter is provided
rized driver liable to the extent permitted under s(®)so (4) for  the notice required under sutg).
physicalor mechanical damage to the rented private passenge{) Terys. Every damage waiver shall provide that the rental
vehiclethat is caused by any of the following: ~companymay not hold the renter or authorized driver liable for

1. An accident occurring/hile the private passenger vehicleanyamount that the renter or authorized driver might otherwise be
is operated by the authorized driver and is underehtalagree fiable for under s344.574 (2) (ajor damage to the rented private
ment. passengevehicle, unless any of the following applies:

2. The authorized driver whis using the private passenger (a) The damage is caused by the renter or authorized driver
vehicle,intentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton misconintentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton misconduct.
duct. (b) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver

(2) Limits onLiaBILITY. (@) The total liability of a renter or operateshe private passenger vehicle in this state while uheer
authorizeddriver under sub(l) for damage to a rented privateinfluence of an intoxicant or other drug, aescribed under s.
passengevehicle may not exceed all of the following: 346.63(1) (a)or (b) or (2m).

1. The lesser of: (c) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver

a. The actual and reasonable costs that the rentapany oOperateshe private passenger vehicle in another state while under
incurredto repair the private passenger vehicle or that the reniia influence of an intoxicant or other drug, as described in the
companywould have incurred if the privapmssenger vehicle hadlaws of that state.
beenrepaired, which shall reflect alyscounts, price reductions  (d) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver is
or adjustments available to the rental company engagedn a race or speed or endurance contest.
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(e) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver is(2) DAMAGE WAIVER CHARGE. If a rental company or an
using,or has directed another to use, iigate passenger vehicleemployeor agent of a rentalompany disseminates or makes in
in the commission of a misdemeanor or felas/those terms are this state an advertisement or representation that includes a state
definedin s.939.60 mentof the rental rate for a private passenger vehicle available for
(/) The damage occurs while the rerterauthorized driver rentfrom a location in this state, tialvertisement or representa

usestheprivate passenger vehicle to carry persons or property f§ shall also include a statement of the geafor any damage
hire. waiver offered by the rental company gonjunction with the

(g) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized drivk talof that private passenger vehicle and a statement that pur

usesthe private passenger vehicle outside of the United State$ He}steof_ tTgesgarggge waiver is optional.
Canadaunless use outside the United States or Canada-is pef " &
mitted under the rental agreement. . . 344578 Credit card for deposit or damages. (1) Pro-

(h) The damage occurs while the private passenger vehicle i§rep peposiTs;coLLECTION OF DAMAGES. A rental company
operatedon a surface not intended for use by private passengesy not use credit available pursuant to a credit card belonging to
vehicles. arenter as a deposit for damages for which the renter miagidhe

(i) The renter provided misleading or false information to thiable under s344.574 (2) (apr for any other chges, excepas
rental company causing the rental company to rent the privatsrovidedin sub.(2). If a rented private passenger vehicle is-dam
passengevehicle when the rental company woulat have other aged,the rental company may use credit available pursuant to a
wise done so, or on terms to which it would not have otherwiggeeditcard belonging to the renter as payment for the damages for
agreed. which the renter is liable under344.574 (2) (apnly if the rental

() The renter or the authorized driver who was operating taempanyobtains the renté&s authorization to use that credit and
private passenger vehicle when an accident occurred fails the authorizatioris obtained after the total amount of the reater
promptly report to the police and rental company the accideliability is determined and before the rental company processes
resultingin damage to the private passenger vehicle. the credit card chae.

(3) NoTicE. (a) A rental company thatfefs or sells a damage (2) DEPOSITFORRENTAL FEES. If authorized by the rentea
waiver shall provide taeach renter a written notice that is in théentalcompany may use credit available pursuant to a credit card
form required by rule under péc) and that includes all of the fol belongingto the renter as a deposit for the estimated cotbteof
lowing: rental,as determined under this subsection. @$tenated cost of

1. An explanation of the total costs that the renter or authy€rentaimay not exceed an amount equal to the daily rental rate
rized driver may be liable for under 344.574 (2) (a) specifiedin the rental agreement, which may include the daily

2. A statement that the liability of the renter or authorizx—:»g{}argefor a damage waiver flurchased by the rentenultiplied

. the number of days specified in the agreement for which the
driver under s344.574 (2) (ajnay becovered by the renteror private passenger vehicle is being rented.

authorizeddriver's personal motorehicle insurance policy or by ™ igiory: 1989 a_ 328
an agreement under which the renter or authorized driver has

obtaineda credit card. 344,579 Violations. (1) PenaLTIES. Whoever violates s.
3. Alist of any exceptions to the damagaiver imposed in 344.574344.576 (1)(2) or(3) (a)or(b), 344.5770r344.578may
accordancevith sub.(2) (a)to (j). berequiredto forfeit not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 for
4. An explanation othe right of inspection under344.574 eachviolation.
(4) (a). (2) EnFORCEMENT. The department of agriculture, trade and
5. The address and telephone number of the departsiengonsumerprotection shall investigate violations of 844.574
agriculture,trade and consumer protection. 344.576(1), (2) and(3) (a)and(b), 344.577and344.578 The

6. Any other information required by rule under. ga). ggﬁ::}miﬂgfs&t‘g{ie?u"ure' trade and consumer protection may on

7. Aline for the rentés signature. . (a) Bring an action for temporary or permanent injunctive or

(b) A rentalcompany that éérs or sells a damage waiver shalerrejief in any court of competent jurisdiction for any violation
providethe notice described in pge) to each renter before the ot s 344 574344 576 (1)(2) or(3) (a)or (b), 344.5770r344.578
renterenters into a rental agreement. The rental company SW court may upon entry of finajudgment, award restitution
give the renter one copy of tmetice signed by the renter and sha henappropriate to any person farfng loss because of a viela
retainone copy in its files. tion of s.344.574 344.576 (1)(2) or (3) (a) or (b), 344.5770r

(c) The department of agriculture, trade and consymaee  344.578if proof of such loss is submitted to the satisfaction of the
tion shall promulgate rules specifying the form of the noticgoyrt.
requiredunder par(a), including the size ahe paper and the type (1)) Bring an actiorin any court of competent jurisdiction for
sizeand any highlighting of the information described in (&r th recovery of forfeitures authorized under s{if.
Therule may specify additional information that must be include (3) DereNsE. Proof by a rental company that the rental €om

|n|_t|he n_otwe and the precise language that must be used. panybegan an action to impose liabiliypon a renter or autho
istory: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 27 ! >

rized driver, even though the renter had purchased a damage

. . waiversold under $344.576 because of a good—faith mistake that

344.577 Advertisement or representation. (1) DEFINI-  anexception under 844.576 (2) (ajo (j) applied is a defense to
TIoN. In this section, “advertisement @presentation” means anya prosecution for a violation of the terms of the damage waiver
oral, written or graphic statement which is made in connectiQders.344.576 (2)
with the solicitation of the rental of a private passenger vehicle.History: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 27
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